
 

1 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (17
th

-SEPTEMBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

FALL OF KABUL: ON AFGHANISTAN CRISIS 
With Afghanistan under the total control of the Taliban, the future looks bleak 

 History came full circle on August 15 when the Taliban captured Kabul, almost 20 years after the U.S. 

launched its global war on terror. The city of roughly 5 million people fell to the Islamist insurgents without 

even a fight while Afghan President Ashraf Ghani fled the country, and the Americans abandoned their 

Embassy and rushed to Kabul airport. It was a surreal moment for the U.S., which had pledged to defeat the 

Taliban in every corner of Afghanistan, and a tragedy for the Afghans, who were left at the mercy of a 

murderous militia. The soldiers did not fight. Police abandoned their stations. Former Northern Alliance 

warlords left the country. And the government crumbled like the proverbial house of cards. There is already 

worrying news coming from the provinces that the Taliban are enforcing a strict religious code on the public 

and violence against anyone who resists. The last time the Taliban were in power, women were not allowed 

to work. They had to cover their faces and be accompanied by a male relative outside their homes. Girls were 

not allowed to go to school. The Taliban had also banned TV, music, painting and photography, handed out 

brutal forms of punishment to those violating their Islamic code, and persecuted minorities. The chaotic 

scenes from Kabul airport, where people are desperately trying to cling on to airplanes hoping to leave the 

country, bear testimony to their fear of the Taliban. 

 This is a historic development that will have lasting implications for global geopolitics. Unlike 1996, 

this is not only about the Taliban taking power. This is also about an Islamist group with a medieval mindset 

and modern weapons defeating the world’s most powerful country. The U.S. can say in its defence that its 

mission was to fight al-Qaeda and that it met its strategic objectives. But in reality, after spending 20 years in 

Afghanistan to fight terrorism and rebuild the Afghan state, the U.S. ran away from the battlefield, 

embarrassing itself and leaving its allies helpless. The images from Arg, the presidential palace in Kabul, and 

the airport will continue to haunt President Joe Biden and the U.S. for a long time. In 1996, when the Taliban 

took Kabul, the government did not flee the country. Ahmad Shah Massoud and Burhanuddin Rabbani 

retreated to the Panjshir valley from where they regrouped the Northern Alliance and continued resistance 

against the Taliban. This time, there is no Northern Alliance. There is no government. The whole country, 

except some pockets, is now firmly under the Taliban’s control. The Taliban are also more receptive to 

regional players such as China and Russia, while Pakistan is openly celebrating their triumph. It remains to be 

seen what kind of a regime a stronger Taliban will install in Kabul. If the 1990s are anything to go by, darker 

days are ahead in Afghanistan. 

 

 fall (noun) – defeat, downfall, failure, collapse, 

ruination; surrender, capitulation. 

 bleak (adjective) – unpromising, unfavourable, 

disadvantageous; adverse, dismal, gloomy. 

 come full circle (phrase) – something returns to 

its original starting point usually after going 

through many changes. 

 fell past tense of fall (verb) – be defeated, give 

up, yield, submit, surrender, capitulate. 

 insurgent (noun) – guerrilla, extremist, militant, 

subversive. 

 fled past of flee (verb) – escape from, run away 

from, leave hastily, take flight, abscond. 

 embassy (noun) – the diplomatic office building 

in a foreign country where the ambassador & 

team live and work; consulate, mission. 

 surreal (adjective) – unreal, bizarre, unusual, 

weird, strange. 

 pledge (verb) – vow, state, promise, swear, give 

one’s word, give an assurance, commit oneself. 

 in every corner (phrase) – everywhere. 

 tragedy (noun) – misfortune, affliction, blight, 

disaster. 

 at the mercy of (phrase) – under the control of, 

under the heel of, in the power of, 

controlled/dominated by. 

 murderous (adjective) – brutal, violent, 

savage/cruel. 

 militia (noun) – armed forces, military unit, 

insurgent, rebel (that involves in rebel/terrorist 

activities against the main/regular forces). 

 Northern Alliance (noun) – it is also known as 

the United Islamic Front for Salvation of 

Afghanistan (UIFSA), was a coalition of militias 

seeking to topple the rule of the Taliban 

throughout Afghanistan. 
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 warlord (noun) – Warlord is a military leader 

who exercise military, economic, and political 

control over a sub-national territory/a country 

when the government is weak. 

 crumble (verb) – collapse, fall down, 

disintegrate, fall apart, break down. 

 proverbial (adjective) – well known, famous, 

traditional (proverb). 

 house of cards (phrase) – an insubstantial 

structure/organization/plan that is prone to 

imminent collapse/failure. 

 province (noun) – territory, region, state (of a 

country). 

 enforce (verb) – force, compel, demand, insist 

on.  

 accompany (verb) – go with, go along with, travel 

with, keep someone company. 

 hand out (phrasal verb) – impose, inflict (a 

punishment/penalty). 

 brutal (adjective) – cruel, savage, barbaric, 

vicious, wicked. 

 persecute (verb) – oppress, abuse, ill-treat, 

victimize, torture; harass, hound. 

 chaotic (adjective) – confused, disrupted, 

tumultuous, disorganized.  

 desperately (adverb) – seriously, urgently, 

pressingly, with urgency, dangerously. 

 cling on to (verb) – hold on to, grip, grasp, clasp, 

attach oneself to, hold tightly. 

 bear witness/testimony to (phrase) – stand 

witness to, be evidence of, be proof of, prove. 

 lasting (adjective) – long-lasting, long-term, 

permanent. 

 implications (noun) – consequence/outcome, 

ramification, repercussion. 

 geopolitics (noun) – the study of the 

geographical factors (a country’s position on the 

earth, size, climate, and natural resources & etc.) 

in world politics and inter-state relations. 

 medieval (adjective) – ancient, primitive, 

outdated, obsolete. 

 defence (noun) – justification, rationalization, 

vindication, excuse. 

 mission (noun) – aim, goal, purpose, objective, 

target. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 run away from (phrasal verb) – evade, dodge, 

get out of; disregard, ignore, take no notice of, 

pay no attention to; flee, take flight. 

 battlefield (noun) – battleground, theatre, arena 

of war. 

 embarrass (verb) – humiliate, upset, distress, 

make uncomfortable, make awkward. 

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance 

with another one in which they promise to 

support each other militarily and to defend each 

other. 

 Arg (noun) – The Arg (Pashto/Persian word 

meaning “Citadel”) serves as the presidential 

palace in Kabul, Afghanistan. 

 haunt (verb) – torment, oppress, disturb, 

trouble, worry, burden, beset. 

 retreat (verb) – withdraw, retire, draw back, pull 

back, pull out. 

 valley (noun) – a low area between hills or 

mountains typically with a river running through 

it.  

 resistance (noun) – opposition, defiance, 

confrontation. 

 pocket (noun) – small area. 

 receptive (adjective) – responsive, willing, open. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 install (verb) – establish, position, put in place. 

 is anything to go by (phrase) – in the experience 

of the person writing/speaking. 

************************************************************************************ 

BEATING PLASTIC POLLUTION: ON PLASTIC WASTE 

MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT RULES 
Serious implementation of new plastic waste rules can address the problem of waste 

 The Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules notified by the Centre on August 12 acknowledge 

the gravity of pollution caused by plastic articles of everyday use, particularly those that have no utility 

beyond a few minutes or hours. Under the new rules, the manufacture, sale and use of some single-use 

goods made with plastic, polystyrene, and expanded polystyrene, such as earbuds, plates, cups, glasses, 

cutlery, wrapping and packing films, are prohibited from July 1 next year, while others such as carry bags 
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must be at least 75 microns thick from September 30, 2021, and 120 microns from December 31 next year, 

compared to 50 microns at present. The decisions follow recommendations made by an expert group 

constituted by the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals two years ago. In 2018, India won praise 

globally for asserting on World Environment Day that it would eliminate all single-use plastic by 2022, a 

theme that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has stressed more than once. Yet, policy coherence to achieve the 

goal has been lacking. The Central Pollution Control Board has reported that 22 States have, in the past, 

announced a ban on single-use plastic, but this has had little impact on the crisis of waste choking wetlands 

and waterways and being transported to the oceans to turn into microplastic. 

 At about 34 lakh tonnes generated in 2019-20, India has a staggering annual volume of plastic waste, 

of which only about 60% is recycled. What is more, a recent study of the top 100 global producers of 

polymers that culminate in plastic waste found six of them based in India. It is unsurprising, therefore, that in 

spite of the staggering problem, policymakers have been treading on eggshells. The international view is 

changing, however, and support for a UN Plastic Treaty is growing; the majority of G7 countries too are 

supportive of cleaning up the oceans through a charter in the interests of human wellbeing and 

environmental integrity. India’s policies on environmental regulation are discordant, lofty on intent but 

feeble on outcomes, and plastic waste is no different. State governments have felt no compulsion to replace 

municipal contracts, where companies are paid for haulage of mixed waste, with terms that require 

segregation and accounting of materials. Considerable amounts of plastic waste cannot be recycled because 

of lack of segregation, leading to incineration, while mixing newer types of compostable plastic will confound 

the problem. Patchy regulation has led to prohibited plastic moving across State borders. Now that the 

Centre has adopted a broad ban, further pollution must end. Microplastic is already found in the food chain, 

and governments must act responsibly to stop the scourge. 

 

 beat (verb) – deal with, handle, manage, address, 

tackle, overcome (a problem/difficulty). 

 implementation (noun) – execution, application, 

enforcement, imposition. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try 

to sort out. 

 Plastic Waste Management (Amendment) Rules, 

2021 (noun) – The Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change, Government of India 

(MoEFCC) on Aug 12th, 2021, has notified the 

Plastic Waste Management Amendment Rules, 

2021, which prohibits identified single use plastic 

items which have low utility and high littering 

potential by 2022. Thickness of plastic carry bags 

increased from 50 to 75 microns from 30th 

September, 2021 and to 120 microns with effect 

from the 31st December, 2022. Come July next 

year, the manufacture of a range of plastic 

products will be banned. 

 acknowledge (verb) – accept, recognize, realize. 

 gravity (noun) – seriousness, importance, 

significance. 

 article (noun) – product, object, thing, item. 

 utility (noun) – usefulness, use, advantage, 

benefit, value. 

 constitute (verb) – form, establish, found, create, 

set up. 

 polystyrene (PS) (noun) – an inexpensive and 

hard plastic (can be “thermoplastic” or a 

“thermoset”) is more common in your everyday 

life & used to make a wide variety of consumer 

products. It is used to make appliances (e.g. TV 

cover/panel), electronics (e.g. Laptop panel), 

automobile parts, toys, gardening pots and 

equipment and more. 

 cutlery (noun) – utensils (appliances), such as 

knives, forks, and spoons, used at the table for 

serving and eating food. 

 Department of Chemicals and Petro-Chemicals 

(DCPC) (noun) – Department of Chemicals and 

Petrochemicals was established under the 

Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers in 1991. The 

responsibilities of the departments include 

policy, planning, development and regulation of 

Chemicals and Petrochemicals Industries.  

 assert (verb) – state, avow, insist, announce, 

declare (confidently). 

 World Environment Day (noun) – World 

Environment Day is celebrated annually on 5 

June and is the United Nations’ principal vehicle 

(medium/apparatus) for encouraging awareness 

and action for the protection of the 

environment. 
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 stress (verb) – emphasize, draw attention to, 

focus attention on, underline, underscore, 

highlight. 

 coherence (noun) – clarity, consistency, 

logicality, good sense, soundness. 

 lack (verb) – be short of, be deprived of, not have 

enough of. 

 Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) (noun) – 

The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), a 

statutory organisation under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, was 

constituted in September 1974 under the Water 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974. 

Further, CPCB was entrusted with the powers 

and functions under the Air (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1981. 

 choke (verb) – clog, block, obstruct. 

 wetland (noun) – an area of land that is 

saturated with water; areas where water covers 

the soil or is present either at or near the surface 

of the soil all year or for varying periods of time 

during the year, including during the growing 

season. 

 waterway (noun) – a route for travel by water; 

water passage/channel. 

 microplastic (noun) – tiny plastic particles that 

are less than five millimeters (0.2 inches) in 

diameter/length. 

 staggering (adjective) – astonishing, shocking, 

surprising. 

 what is more (phrase) – to add an extra 

statement supporting/emphasizing previous one. 

 culminate (verb) – come to an end with, finish 

with, conclude with, terminate with, lead up to. 

 unsurprising (adjective) – predictable, 

foreseeable, to be expected. 

 in spite of (phrase) – despite, notwithstanding, 

regardless of.  

 tread/walk on eggshells (phrase) – be extra 

careful about your words or actions. 

 charter (noun) – constitution, system of rules, a 

body of law. 

 UN Plastic Treaty (noun) – A UN treaty on plastic 

pollution, whereby governments commit to a 

coordinated set of actions and policies, could 

catalyze a comprehensive global effort to 

address the problem at scale, and help put the 

world on a path toward a circular economy for 

plastics. It would establish the international 

framework for both governments and companies 

to move decisively in the right direction. The 

objective of such a treaty should be to eliminate 

plastic leakage into the ocean by a specific date. 

 G-7 or Group of Seven (noun) – a multilateral 

forum made up of the world’s seven largest so-

called developed countries: Canada, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, the United Kingdom and 

the United States. They meet annually to discuss 

and exchange ideas on a broad range of issues, 

including global economy, security and energy. 

 in the interests of (phrase) – for the 

benefit/advantage of. 

 wellbeing (noun) – a healthy state/condition. 

 integrity (noun) – soundness, robustness, 

strength, sturdiness, durability, stability. 

 regulation (noun) – rule, order, directive, act, 

law. 

 discordant (adjective) – disagreeing, differing, 

contradictory.   

 lofty (adjective) – magnificent,  high-minded, 

grand, elevated, worthy. 

 feeble (adjective) – poor, weak, ineffective. 

 haulage (noun) –  transport/movement of goods. 

 segregation (noun) – separation, setting apart. 

 lack of (noun) – absence. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on. 

 incineration (noun) – a waste treatment process 

that involves the combustion/burning of 

substances contained in waste materials. 

 compostable (adjective) – That undergoes 

degradation by biological processes during 

composting to yield CO2, water, inorganic 

compounds and biomass at a rate consistent 

with other compostable materials and leaves no 

visible, distinguishable or toxic residue (Courtesy: 

Bag To Earth). 

 confound (verb) – baffle, puzzle, perplex, 

bewilder, mystify, confuse, frustrate, defeat (a 

plan/aim). 

 patchy (adjective) – erratic, irregular, fluctuating, 

uneven. 

 food chain (noun) – a series of types of living 

things in which each one uses the next lower 

member of the series as a source of food. 

 scourge (noun) – misfortune, burden/bane, 

affliction. 
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